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Abstract

The year 1787 witnessed the birth of two eminent Arab scholars who left their
intellectual and literary marks on the reform currents in the Arab World as well as on Western
Orientalism: Muhammad bin Ali al-Sanusi (d. 1859) and Hussein Saleem al-Dajani (d.
1858). Both spearheaded local resistance movements against French occupation at opposite
ends of the Arab World and, at the same time, engaged European intellectual currents. They
later became the subjects of study of famous Orientalists including the French polymath
Constantin de Volney (1757-1820), French explorer Henri Duveyrier (1840-1892), Scottish
historian H. A. R. Gibb (1895-1971), and the English anthropologist E. E. Evans-Pritchard
(1902-1973).
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This paper examines how cultural contact and conflict, especially that springing from
European political designs, shaped al-Sanussi and al-Dajani’s respective contributions to

([ a] @l 5l i 50) Oarbals Ja18 Hadt QLS Colio uwiyd 8l 15,850 519l (4)

O alasdle B @ale Aldy oY) sl ymall uiyd CaiSius (1892 - 1840) 5 509 e (5)
4ol dabaiall jue Guighy cupiedl (no GlaLastiLl cilSy tha ,al L o158 2 B)lshall ok
<https://rb.gy/13koy3> ‘gu;,a\ ;)Lumn sl dalad piy B i GulbY! Jla g

;lﬁm e Fealyudl My @il Giledl CaiSaud (1896  1831) (Rohlfs) uala gy 35la e (6)
byl wwﬂ}uu}m&»w‘uwum mwm,ﬁﬁmu‘uﬁ\ Jlei
Sl o e gy Ll gl I e da sl ! (s V3 L 31 552 ol J31S

clale 1 (1973 — 1902) 35La%y 5o uilin] (uilia) 351331 sl ety 5 il slgl (7)
@ lalall o Gladxy o gmill dry Gle By yray US| G 5V Bl Lg.jjw;:m
lS.uLu)_' de guuge e Uatl Aol aalasuuy Liay 8V

LS (e (o 58Sk L yall 2l 38 Gidawdn a2 (2003 - 1936) ilaall G aesl (8)
A5 L) ANy B Ly i el 5l el S5 1 s

12



Sl Gius sl Gew [ gaxll Lagdl juae b L e uede gu) syailly ksl Ll

Arabic literary and intellectual life in the 18" century. Their lives and work show both the
absorption of values associated with the European enlightenment and the assertion of a
religious and intellectual identity which resists the European hegemony.

The author builds largely on the work of the eminent Arab scholar, the late Ahmed Sedki
Dajani, and his compilations of Arab-European intellectual exchanges about that period.
This paper contrasts al-Sanussi and al-Dajani’s ideas as expressed in their own words with
their significance as presented by European writers. It aims to bring to life a literary era where
ideas flowed between Western and Arabic cultures without erasing the power dynamics
therein.
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